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Betty Lucas
Mara Luoma
Barbara Marino
Christie McGoodwin
Krystal Miller
Brett Milner-Feltis
Cindy Molitor
Julie Monahan
Cristina Mone
Bob Morris
Sarah Morris
Antje Mueller
Maureen Munn
Louise Nadeau
Mari Nakamura
Larry Neilson
Sheri Olson
Anita Paulsen
Kirk Paulsen
Arlene/Charles Peterson
Mark Pitner
Margaret Portelance
Mary Jo Porter
Adam Prairie
Matt Preston
Leonie Proper
Cathy Prottengeier
Kyle Putnam
Dana Ritter
Kristina Robinson
Alina Rossano
Mira Schoening
Helen Sharp
CJ Shew
Kimberly Sims
Helen St. John
Laura Streichert
Susan Stross
Christina Tai
James Templeton
Bill Thorness
Kathryn Tooker
Totem Lake Garden Club
Mary Trimingham
Susan Truman
Lisa Turner
Sandra Whiting
Pete Widowitz
Pamela Williams
Carl Woestwin
Paul Wohnoutka
Rose Woodward
Lois Wornath
Ruby & Chuck Wyman

CORPORATE MATCHING 
GRANTS
Adobe
Amgen
Bank of America
Boeing
Land America
Microsoft
Starbucks Coffee Company
Washington Mutual 

FOUNDATIONS
Klor�ne Foundation
Roberts Family Foundation
Lucky Seven Foundation
The Diversity Foundation

WORKPLACE GIVING
Food Resources Network  
 Federation
United Way

CORPORATE DONATIONS AND IN-KIND SUPPORT
John Bjorkman, K&L Gates (pro bono legal services)
Branden Born (MC donor recognition)
Chef Tom Douglas (Chef in the Garden)
Dial Pro Northwest (voice mail service)
Laura Wolfe Spanier (event planning)
Erin Whitcomb (event planning)
DreamHost (web hosting)
Sales Force (data base)

*Gold for Gardens is a program that enables dentists and 
their patients to support community gardening in Seattle 
through donations of  extracted gold and other precious 
metals. Proceeds from the sales of  the donated metals are 
used by the P-Patch Trust to acquire land for community 
gardens in the city’s P-Patch Program. 
 
Ask your dentist to collect extracted gold and make a 
donation to the P-Patch Trust’s Land Acquisition Fund. 
The Trust will acknowledge participating dentists and 
patients. Gold for Gardens donations are restricted to 
land acquisition.
 
For more information contact 
goldforgardens@ppatchtrust.org.

RAY SCHUTTE
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Spring Submission Deadline: 
February 1, 2010
The P-Patch Post is published quarterly — in 
March, June, September and December — by 
the P-Patch Trust. Approximately 2400 copies 
are distributed each issue. Please submit 
articles or story ideas to the editors at 
p.patch.post@ppatchtrust.org. Opinions 
expressed belong to the authors and not 
necessarily to the P-Patch Program or the 
P-Patch Trust.

P-Patch Trust Mission Statement
P-Patch Trust, a nonprofi t organization, 
works to acquire, build, preserve and 
protect community gardens in Seattle’s 
neighborhoods. Through advocacy, leadership 
and partnerships, the Trust expands access 
to community gardening across economic, 
racial, ethnic, ability and gender lines; 
promotes organic gardening and builds 
community through gardening. We seek 
to break urban isolation by providing 
opportunities for people to garden together, 
learn from each other, develop a sense of 
neighborhood, and create a more livable urban 
environment.

Staff report
Winter 2009-2010
By Rich MacDonald, 
Supervisor, P-Patch Program 

At this time of year I usually ask the 
rhetorical question: Can I go to bed like the 
garden?  But, as many volunteers who spend 
time stuffi ng envelopes with P-Patch staff in 
November and December can attest, there is 
plenty going on. 

Staff are starting renewal applications; 
they’ve gathered volunteer hours with site 
coordinators and made preliminary cuts about 
returning gardeners. Soon the deluge of 2000 
applications will fl ow through the P-Patch 
offi ce.  

Adding to the deluge this year is 
a triennial survey of gardeners.  The 
demographic and “values” information (for 
example: Do you believe that community 
ties in your neighborhood are strengthened 
by your P-Patch?) help enormously to 
demonstrate the benefi t of this program. Look 
for results in late 2010.  

Staff are fi nishing site visits for year-end 
plot monitoring, and using a new assessment 
form to evaluate each P-Patch’s infrastructure.  
This should give us baseline information 
about infrastructure needs and the community 
amenities offered by each P-Patch.  We 
promote our gardens as open space resources 
for the whole city, so we should know what 
each garden has and fi gure out how every 
P-Patch can have at least a minimum of 
welcoming signs, perennial beds, functioning 
composting areas, and community gathering 
spaces.  

Staffi ng changes have been surprisingly 
big this year. Administrative ace Sharon 
Star left for Alaska, but we were joined by 
Danielle Calloway, who is now intimate with 
the P-Patch application. Laura Raymond 
stepped into the P-Patch Levy Coordinator 
position, and Nate Moxley, who has a strong 
background in community organizing and 
working with youth, will temporarily take 
her place.  We welcomed new AmeriCorps 
volunteer Jackie Dagger, fresh from a 
previous AmeriCorps position in Alaska, 
where she organized farm tours for youth. 
One of her goals this year is to increase 
service learning opportunities for youth in 
P-Patches.  And Minh Chau returned after 
Thanksgiving, following a three-month leave 
with her new baby, Hahn. I’m sure you’ll hear 
from her once she emerges from thousands of 
email messages. 

In the vein of assessment, staff are 
examining P-Patch operational guidelines 
and procedures. How do we assign plots, 
use the waitlist, balance the needs of under-
served populations, and monitor plots among 
a host of formal and informal guidelines?  
Through this review we hope to create clear 
procedures and increase transparency about 
P-Patch operations.  As a small program we 
don’t want or need to be overly rule bound. 
Still, as the program grows, confl icts increase 
and people legitimately want to know how we 
operate.  For instance, a state auditor recently 
had questions about plot assignments.  Posted 
guidelines will let people know what to 
expect. 

Clear guidelines and rationales can also 
help clarify how we balance community 
in P-Patches with burgeoning demand.  
Community represents in part the hundreds 
of gardeners whose tenure and commitment 
to their P-Patch is as long as their tomato 
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roots are deep. Demand is often misleadingly 
represented by the waitlist number, which 
this year topped 2000. This is deceptive 
because it fails to show disparity of demand 
between centrally located gardens (high) 
and residential ones (lower); nor does it 
represent the needs and interests of under-
served populations who may lack access to 
communication tools needed to register for 
the waitlist. Yet a narrow view of the waitlist 
can lead to erroneous conclusions about a 
need to limit gardener tenure and plot sizes. 
Through our guidelines, we will clearly and 
publicly defi ne the benefi ts brought by long-
standing P-Patchers, and help our city partners 
understand our program.   

In 2010 we will undertake a much-
anticipated strategic planning effort in 
conjunction with the P-Patch Trust. Defi ning 
our program and setting goals will help us 
accommodate the tremendous new growth 
offered by the levy funding while preserving 
the best of our community development and 
partnership model of community gardening.    

Finally, a recent experience reminded 

me why I love working in such a fantastic 
program.   I attended a book signing for 
Greening Cities, Growing Communities: 
Learning from Seattle’s Urban Community 
Gardens at the University Book Store. Two 
of the authors, Julie Johnson and Jeffrey 
Hou from the University of Washington’s 
Landscape Architecture department, discussed 
the value of Seattle community gardens.  I 
found myself nodding vigorously throughout 
their presentation, then snapped up a copy 
of their beautiful book. One thing they 
said stayed with me: community gardens 
differ from other open spaces in that they 
offer visitors and gardeners a dynamic 
human experience.  Gardeners, of course, 
interact with their soil and plants and fellow 
gardeners, but the larger neighborhood, when 
venturing into their local P-Patch, also has 
an active experience.  They interact with 
gardeners directly or simply experience a 
cared-for space.  This is something to think 
about these next few months as we ponder 
winter-sweetened brassicas and burlap-
covered gardens.   

P-Patch Post Board of Directors
Stephanie Bowman
Stephanie.b@ppatchtrust.org
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michelleb@fremontpublic.org

FRNF REPRESENTATIVE: Helen Gabel
heleng@igc.org

•  FRIEND:  $25-$34 (pays the fi scal agency fee for one garden for one month)
•  GARDEN HELPER:  $35-$49 (pays the plot rental fee for one low-income gardener)
•  SUPPORTER:  $50-$99 (pays one year of liability insurance for one garden)
•  CONTRIBUTOR:$100-$249 (funds a Trust tool grant for one garden)
•  BENEFACTOR:  $250-$499 (pays a portion of the property taxes on the Trust’s gardens)
•  PATRON: $500-$999 (pays a signifi cant percentage of the annual support for Lettuce Link)
•  GARDENING ANGEL:  $1000 or more  (pays for printing one edition of the P-Patch Post)
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Name(s)  ________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________

City/State/Zip  _____________________________________________

Make your check or money order payable to: “P-Patch Trust”
and mail it to P.O. Box 19748 Seattle, WA 98109.
You can also use a credit card (VISA or MasterCard) to make a 
contribution to the Trust via our secure website: www.p-patchtrust.org.

I want to help the P-Patch Trust acquire and advocate for community
gardens, and preserve and protect our existing community gardens.
Here is my contribution as a:

YES!
•  FRIEND:  $25-$34 (pays the fiscal agency fee for one garden for one month)
•  GARDEN HELPER:  $35-$49 (pays the plot rental fee for one low-income gardener)
•  SUPPORTER:  $50-$99 (pays one year of liability insurance for one garden)
•  CONTRIBUTOR:$100-$249 (funds a Trust tool grant for one garden)
•  BENEFACTOR:  $250-$499 (pays a portion of the property taxes on the Trust’s gardens)
•  PATRON: $500-$999 (pays a significant percentage of the annual support for Lettuce Link)
•  GARDENING ANGEL:  $1000 or more  (pays for printing one edition of the P-Patch Post)

Thank you! For more information contact us at p.patch.trust@ppatchtrust.org or call 425.329.1601
P-Patch Trust is a nonprofit, 501(c) (3) organization and donations are tax deductible to  the full amount allowed by law. Our federal tax identification number is 91--091819.
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Greening Cities, 
Growing 
Communities
By Jeffrey Hou, Julie Johnson 
and Laura Lawson

After four years of work, including 
interviewing many gardeners, site 
coordinators, volunteers, and designers, 
our book, Greening Cities, Growing 
Communities: Learning from Seattle’s Urban 
Community Gardens, was finally published 
this fall by the University of Washington Press 
with the Landscape Architecture Foundation. 
The book arrives at a time of renewed and 
growing interests in urban agriculture and 
community gardening nationwide, most 
notably with the creation of a garden patch in 
the White House lawn. 

Funded by the Landscape Architecture 
Foundation as part of its Landscape 
Architecture Land and Community Design 
Case Study Series, our study reviews the 
history of community gardening in the U.S. 
and Seattle, then examines six gardens in 
depth—Magnuson, Interbay, Danny Woo, 
Bradner, Thistle and Marra Farm. This is 
followed by a discussion of how the gardens 
express varied forms of sustainability, 
how they serve as a hybrid public space, 
and how community gardens may support 
communities at multiple scales.  The findings 
are intended to be of interest to gardeners and 
garden advocates, designers, policymakers, 
and students to help inform their efforts in 
advancing community gardens.  

Our accumulated knowledge of Seattle’s 
community gardens was only possible 
because of the enthusiastic support of 
Seattle’s community gardeners and the staff 
at P-Patch, P-Patch Trust, the Department 
of Neighborhoods, and other organizations. 
Thank you for your support. We look forward 
to seeing reviews and feedback!

Remembering 
Norm Hawkins

Article & photos  
by Corinne Hollister

A note from the new editors
By Deb Britt, Sue Letsinger and Susan Levine

As the three new editors of the P-Patch Post we would like to introduce ourselves, and to thank 
the P-Patch Trust for allowing and encouraging this experiment in editorial collaboration. 
We’d also like to thank Stephanie Shelton and other previous editors, as well as the writers and 
photographers who have created such a high-quality and readable paper for us to work with. 

While we expect that more hands will make lighter work for us overall, we realize 
that working as a team presents its own challenges and appreciate your patience while 
we hone our processes. The three of us bring different experience and skills to the paper. 
But we share a strong commitment to the collaborative volunteer efforts that knit the 
P-Patch community together, and feel that the process of discussing and coordinating our 
differences will open us up more readily to the community’s diverse voices. We are excited 
about working together and with you to exchange information and ideas in the P-Patch 
Post, and to explore new ways to cultivate our common ground. 

You may be able to multiply your contribution through your employer’s matching 
gift program. Please check with your Human Resources Department for information 
and the necessary form.  Adobe, Amgen, Bank of America, Boeing, Microsoft, 
Starbucks and Chase Bank are among the major local employers that match 
contributions to non-profit organizations.

An acknowledgement of your contribution will be mailed to you.

Check here if you want to remain anonymous.

My contribution is $________________

There are some things in life that force a stillness of time, a sort of involuntary shift in 
perception. Losing a good friend is surely one of those things. Indeed, we lost a good friend 
when Norm Hawkins died in October at age 70.

 Norm’s history with the Seattle P-Patch Program goes back 35 years. He helped all over 
town, lending his presence and his carpentry skills in many ways, especially at the Picardo 
and University gardens where he served as site coordinator for many years. Norm planted 
himself in our patch just north of the University Bridge many years ago and I, along with 
others, expected he would always be there. Because . . . he always was. It was like home to 
Norm, the place he set his roots.

 And he certainly left a big part of himself here. His influence is everywhere: his beautiful 
garden that he shared with Anne McClure, the benches, the pathways, the patio, the shed, 
the greenhouse, the compost bins, the hoses, the tools, the bees . . . Just a few days after 
Norm died, Anne and I and Norm’s good friends Joe and Celeste extracted honey from the 
beehives. Norm would have been so proud of his bees and honey this year. I think it’s the 
most they’ve produced and possibly the sweetest yet—a fine tribute to their keeper.

 We gathered to celebrate Norm on Saturday, Oct. 10 at Interbay, sharing a feast of good 
food and a string of stories. Norm was described in many ways: a man of few words and 
yellow suspenders; a master carpenter and builder of many things; a beekeeping mentor; 
one who takes on the parking meter police; generous with knowledge and encouragement; 
the spirit of our garden. I remember Norm as the big-hearted man who contacted me in the 
spring to request homemade rhubarb pie, and who called throughout the year just to stay 
connected and remind me to come by the garden soon. 

I can’t go to my plot without thinking of Norm. I’m wishing he’d saunter up to tell me 
the news of the day, in that special way that he would. I miss his youthful laugh and his 
willingness to take time for conversation and a short rest on the bench. 

 We have a lot of work to do to fill Norm’s role as caretaker of our garden. A fellow 
gardener asked me, “Do you think we’ll be able to keep the garden going without Norm?”

 Perhaps he left enough inspiration and gumption for us to do just that.

 A final note: Sandy Pernitz reports that Norm’s chocolate lab Rusty found a great new home 
east of Kent in the foothills at Ravensdale. He has dog friends and a fenced yard to play in, 
with new parents who will spoil him silly.
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...there’s one more thing you must do this winter:

Melinda Briana Epler

Starting With Baby Chicks 
Jan. 9; 1:30-4 p.m.
Youngstown Cultural Arts Center, 
South Classroom, 408 Delridge Way SW 
Seattle, WA 98106
A comprehensive introductory course for 
those interested in keeping chickens and who 
want to start with baby chicks. COST: $30 for 
Tilth members, $40 non-members.  Advance 
registration and payment is required

City Chickens 101 
Jan. 23; 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Good Shepherd Center; 4649 Sunnyside 
Ave. N, room 202, Seattle, WA  98103
A comprehensive introductory course for 
those interested in keeping chickens and who 
want to start with adult birds. COST: $30 for 
Tilth members, $40 non-members.  Advance 
registration and payment is required

Beekeeping 101 
Jan. 23; 2-3:30 p.m.
Good Shepherd Center; 4649 Sunnyside 
Ave. N, room 202, Seattle, WA  98103
Have you been thinking of raising bees in 
your backyard?  This introductory course will 
cover the basic fundamentals of beekeeping, 
including equipment, parts of the hive, location 
and codes of the apiary, feeding and treating 
bees, and seasonal management. COST: $18 
for Tilth members, $25 non-members.  Advance 
registration and payment is required. 

Seed Starting Clinic 
Jan. 30; 1-3 p.m.
Bradner Gardens Park
1733 Bradner Place S; Seattle, WA 98144
This class is perfect for the beginning gardener 
who wants to get a jump-start on the season! 
COST: $25 for Tilth members, $35 non-
members.  Advance registration and payment 
is required.  

Growing Perennial Edibles 
Feb. 10; 6-8 p.m.
Bradner Gardens Park
1733 Bradner Place S; Seattle, WA 98144
Explore how selecting edibles as landscape 
trees, shrubs and annuals can feed the family 
year round. COST: $25 for Tilth members, 5 non-
members.  Advance registration and payment 
is required

 
Seed Starting Intensive
Feb. 13; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. AND Feb. 14
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Seattle Tilth Demonstration Garden 
at the Good Shepherd Center
4649 Sunnyside Ave. N, Seattle, WA   98103
This intensive two-day workshop is perfect for 
the gardener who wants to get a jump-start 
on the season! COST: $90 for Tilth members, 
$99 non-members.  Advance registration and 
payment is required

Starting With Baby Chicks 
Feb. 20; 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Good Shepherd Center, 4649 Sunnyside 
Ave. N, room 202, Seattle, WA  98103
A comprehensive introductory course for 
those interested in keeping chickens and who 
want to start with baby chicks. COST: $30 for 
Tilth members, $40 non-members. Advance 
registration and payment is required. 

Harvesting the Rain 
Feb. 20; 10 a.m.-noon
Pickering Barn in Issaquah
1730 10th Ave. N.W., Issaquah, WA  98027
This class is an overview of the many ways that 
rain may be stored for use in your vegetable 
or ornamental home garden.  COST: $25 for 
Tilth members, $35 non-members. Advance 
registration and payment is required. 

Fruit Tree Pruning
Feb. 21; 10 a.m.-noon
Seattle Tilth Demonstration Garden 
at the Good Shepherd Center
4649 Sunnyside Ave. N, Seattle, WA   98103
Learn the basics of healthy fruit tree pruning 
hands on!  COST: $25 for Tilth members, 
$35 non-members.  Advance registration and 
payment is required.  

City Chickens 101 
Feb. 27; 10a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Good Shepherd Center
4649 Sunnyside Ave. N, room 202 
Seattle, WA  98103
A comprehensive introductory course for 
those interested in keeping chickens and who 
want to start with adult birds. COST: $30 for 
Tilth members, $40 non-members.  Advance 
registration and payment is required 

plant 
garlic!

Northwest Flower & Garden Show
February 3-7, 2010
Washington State Convention & Trade 
Center 7th and Pike, Seattle  
253-756-2121
www.gardenshow.com
Explore six acres of inspiring gardens, 
attend free seminars for all gardening 
levels, and shop at 350 exhibits all related 
to gardening, outdoor living and gardeners.  

Native Plant Propagation Workshop
February 6, 2010, 10 AM-2 PM
Warren G. Magnuson Park, Sand Point Way
Washington Native Plant Society
206-527-3210 or maria@wnps.org.
Taught by Jeanie Taylor, this workshop 
will cover seed collecting and planting 
techniques, vegetative propagation by 
cutting and live staking, and discuss general 
topics on propagating and growing native 
plants. Cost: $15 for WNPS members; 
$20 Non-members 

Site Coordinators Meeting 
for the P-Patch Program
February 20, 2010 10:00am-noon
Bradner Gardens Park  29th Ave. S. 
and S. Grand St.
mark.h.@ppatchtrust.org Winter Calendar

SEATTLE TILTH CALENDAR
Visit: www.seattletilth.org for more information and to register.


